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MUSIC

FINALLY 
ISRC NUMBER US7DZ2402307 

BMI Work 60246954 
ISWC T3154212898 

Alternate Titles 
FINALLY IS NEVER PERMANENT 

ALWAYS 
ISRC NUMBER US7DZ2402308 

BMI Work 60246955 
ISWC T3154193229 

Alternate Titles 
ALWAYS IS NEVER GIVING UP 

MAYBE 
ISRC NUMBER US7DZ2402309 

BMI Work 60246955 
ISWC T3154193229 

Alternate Titles 
MAYBE IT IS OR IS NOT 

INFINITY 
ISRC NUMBER US7DZ2402310 

BMI Work 60246968 
ISWC T3154212230 

Alternate Titles 
INFINITY IS THE REALITY 

LATER 
ISRC NUMBER US7DZ2402311 

BMI Work 60247004 
ISWC T3154212161 

Alternate Titles 
LATER IS BETTER THAN NEVER 

YESTERYEARS 
ISRC NUMBER US7DZ2402312 

BMI Work 60247012 
ISWC T3154212116 

Alternate Titles 
YESTERYEARS BRING OUR TODAYS 

All music composed and arranged by Christopher Burnett (BMI) IPI # 352449264
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Copyright ℗ © 2024 Christopher L. Burnett (BMI) and Terri Anderson Burnett. 
All Rights Reserved. Made In USA. Sheet Music and Music Licensing Available.
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FINALLY is never permanent. The quartet is augmented by Terri 
Anderson Burnett and Freda Proctor on flutes and Greg Carroll’s 
vibraphone in this special arrangement for the album.  

ALWAYS is musically introduced by Roger Wilder’s rubato style 
improvised piano solo. The melody and harmonies evoke progress and 
stability. Always is never giving up. 

MAYBE is an opportunity to improvise over a chord progression that 
allows structure and freedom. The types of harmonies in the 3 four 
measure phrases are my play on the length of the traditional jazz blues 
form while using alternating time signatures and totally different 
energetic chords. Study and research is perpetual. 

INFINITY is a jazz samba that everyone in the quartet enjoys playing. 
Several listeners remarked that the leaps of the melodic line at the head 
was fun and kept their interest because it was unique sounding. The 
power of connecting musical intervals of perfect fourths and perfect 
fifths is the major or minor quality of the chord can be implied by context. 
Infinity is the reality. 

LATER has a modern jazz groove. It’s a through-composed work with an 
interesting melody and chord progression for jazz quartet. The distinct 
sections of the arrangement also provide different musical scenes as 
backdrops for the quartet soloists to create within during their 
improvisations. 

YESTERYEARS is a ballad that features the other two guest artists, Will 
Matthews who is also actually the guitarist for the Count Basie Orchestra, 
performing both melodically and harmonically; and, multi-instrumentalist 
Willie Meyers Thornton on tenor saxophone.

Unified thematic and harmonic 
materials throughout the album. 
Arranged for specific musicians.



https://ChristopherBurnett.us




Roots and Branches
The Paola where I grew up was a place that was well 
ahead of its time in the USA socially. I think most of 
the northwest Kansas City metro area can still be 
considered to be what is termed progressive in this 
regard. People here generally treat you accordingly 
to what you do and those who don’t want to 
associate with you simply don’t. Secure and hearty 
people. We live on the land of the original peoples 
and most generations still respect that fact.

I’M A PROUD FIFTH 
GENERATION KANSAN.

M y g r e a t g r e a t m a t e r n a l 
grandfather Solomon Jackson 
moved there from Kentucky. He 
was well respected by everyone in 
the town. Although there were 
e t h n i c n e i g h b o r h o o d s , h i s 
children, including my great 
maternal grandfather Edward 
George Jackson actually attended 
the integrated Paola public school 
system over a century ago.  

This was well before the landmark 
1954 US Supreme Court case, 
known as  Brown v. Board of 
Education of Topeka, that struck 
down a Kansas statute permitting 
racial segregation in some of the 
state’s elementary schools. A 
distant cousin on my paternal side 
of our family named McKinley 
Burnett was instrumental in 
helping win the case.

TOP RIGHT PHOTO: Parents, Violet Jackson Burnett 
and Clifford LeRoy Burnett, attending a function as a 
US Air Force family. BOTTOM LEFT PHOTO: 
Christopher pictured with some of his contemporary 
Burnett cousins from the McKinley Burnett  line of the 
family who visited the jazz museum in Kansas City 
back in 2015. Courtesy Burnett Family Archives.

https://web.archive.org/web/20170612191430/http://www.kshs.org/kansapedia/mckinley-burnett/17784


“ORIGINALS” was conceived as 
an entire long form work.  

Comprised of the 6 
compositions heard by listeners 
as individual tracks, the music is 

intentionally connected 
harmonically and melodically.  

The 6 individual compositions 
can both stand alone or 

collectively in performance.
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The first letter of each of the 6 composition titles in order spell FAMILY. Life for an 
artist is not much different than the life of anyone else because it is fluid and yet 
most always centered around the family unit - however family may be defined 

during any given period. Every composition written for this album is so inspired. Finally 
arriving at various stages is never permanent. Childhood adventures while growing up 
with siblings. The memories of paternal home. The family tribe comprised of personal 
and professional friendships among like-minded individuals at each stage. Family. Terri, 
and our family that we started in 1979 together, will ultimately extend into the territory 
of generations we will never meet personally. Family. Most of the things that I have 
learned about life have come from interactions and experiences involving my family. 
This music is dedicated to the continuum of family and all of its myriad representations. 



The primary blessings that I have taken away from my parents bringing all 
of us siblings home to Kansas after my father’s active duty Air Force career 
is my ultimately learning of these aspects of our rich family historical 
legacy. Roots and branches are connected and don’t necessarily have to 
be immediately aware of each other’s existence. I continue to learn a great 
deal from my ancestors while living in my own time and despite having 
never met most of them due to being displaced by generations.





This is a photograph of my NATO ID card from when I served with 
the Commander In Chief Allied Forces Southern Europe (NATO) 
Band at Naples Italy. Since it lived in my wallet and inside my 

pocket, this ID card was actually pristine when I finished that tour of 
duty in 1992, as well as when I concluded my entire 22-year active duty 
military career in 1996. The reason it became so tattered is that I gave 
it to our son, Micah to carry with him when he was deployed and 
served in combat. He carried it with him the entire time. In 2003, 
Micah deployed to Iraq with the 173rd Airborne Brigade. He received 
the Bronze Star Medal with Valor device for his exemplary heroic 
combat service. Yes, he was in the real stuff. Micah brought my NATO 
ID card back home to me as he promised he would. After his time in 
service, he went back to college, finished a double major, and even 
initially served in a job that provided services and resources that 
helped vets. They told me that he was a superstar in that work and 
enjoyed helping other veterans transition back to the civilian society 
after serving. I was a musician in the band my entire career and never 
came close to combat duty. My son is a true war hero. I love him very 
much and I’m very proud to be his father. We have lots to be thankful 
for as a family. All four of us are military veterans, our son is a combat 
hero and our daughter was the very first commissioned officer in the 
history of our entire family. That’s cool. We are grateful. SALUTE!

MY NATO ID CARD STORY



Recorded, mixed, and 
mastered at BRC Audio 

Productions, in Studio A by 
William T. Crain, producer

Sessions videography, 
documentary interviews, and 
filmmaking by Gordon Brown 

and Avalon Video Services

ORIGINALS was recorded with 
all artists live in the studio on 

Monday, December 4 and 
Tuesday, December 5, 2023 in 

Kansas City, Kansas. 

Album cover and Kansas City 
photography by Duane Hallock.

http://www.avalonvideo.com
https://www.brcaudio.com


She’s my family. 
Together, we are home.
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CREDITS
CHRISTOPHER BURNETT . ORIGINALS (ARC-3442)

CHRISTOPHER BURNETT 
Alto Saxophone, Compositions 
ROGER WILDER 
Piano 
GERALD SPAITS 
Bass 
MORGAN ROGERS 
Drums
With 
TERRI ANDERSON BURNETT 
Flute 
FREDA PROCTOR 
Flute 
GREG CARROLL 
Vibraphone 
WILLIE MEYERS THORNTON 
Tenor Saxophone 
WILL MATTHEWS 
Guitar

LINER NOTES are excerpts from The Burnett Family Memoirs. 
We’d like to thank every generation of our family, known and unknown 
by us. We’d like to thank all of our friends who became life family to us. 
We’d like to thank everyone associated with the realization of this 
recording project. We’d like to thank all of you who support music and 
the arts at all levels of participation. Music makes us human. 

Christopher Burnett (BMI) + Terri Anderson Burnett
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